386                   THE LIFE OF PERICLES.
the only cause, who procuring this war, hath pent and shrouded the country men together within the walles of a citie, employing them to no manner of vse nor seruice, but keeping them like sheep in a pinfold, maketh one to poison another with the infection of their plague sores running vpon them, and giuing them no leaue to change aire, that they might so much as take breath abroad. Pericles to remedy this, and to do their enemies a litle mischief, armed a hundred and fifty ships, and shipped into them a great number of armed footmen and horsemen also. Hereby he put the citizens in good hope, and the enemies in great feare, seeing so great a power. But when he had shipped all his men, and was himselfe in the admirall ready to hoise sayle : sodainely there was a great ecrypse of the Sunne, and the day was very darke, that all the army was striken with a mar-uellous feare, as of some dangerous and very ill token towards them, Pericles seeing the maister of his gaily in a maze withall, not knowing what to do, cast Sis cloake ouer the maisters face, and hid his eyes, asking him whether he thought that any harme or no. The maister answered him, he thought it none. Then said Pericles againe to him: There is no difference betweene this *and that, sauing that the body which maketh the darknesse is greater, then my cloake which hideth thy eyes. These things are thus disputed of in the schobles of the philosophers. But Pericles hoising saile notwithstanding, did no notable nor speciall- service, answerable to so great an army and preparation. For he laying siege vnto the holy citie of Epidavrvm, whe euery man looked they should haue taken it, was compelled to raise his siege for the plague that was so vehement: that it did not only kill the Athenians themselues, but all other also (were they neuer so few) that came to them or neare their campe. Wherefore perceiuing the